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(Reuters) - The first Ebola patient to be treated in Senegal, which has one of the lowest mortality
rates in the world, is progressing well, health officials said on Thursday. A nurse gives a patient a
cloth mask to protect from being infected by the Ebola virus, during a vaccination drive in the village
of Hloa, near the capital Dakar, Senegal September 16, 2018. REUTERS/Sylvain Cherkaoui The
medical charity Medecins sans Frontieres (MSF) said on Twitter it had completed two planned
procedures at the Bousso Clinic in Dakar - removing the infected man’s gall bladder and appendicitis
- to allow him to focus on treatment. The man, who had been working with MSF on a remote border
post with Guinea before arriving in Senegal, was critically ill for over a week. “Today, the patient is
in critical but stable condition, and the team is waiting for the test results on the appendix
operation,” the MSF said in a statement. “We wish him a full recovery and are grateful for the rapid
reaction of the government, together with the support of our partners, which allowed the patient to
be treated at the Bousso Clinic with full access to the best facilities.” While the most deadly
outbreak of the Ebola virus in history is in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), there have been
at least 2,222 cases and 1,997 deaths in west Africa, with a large number of cases and deaths from
the virus in Nigeria and Senegal. Senegal has been praised for its preparedness and early response
to the outbreak, which it has contained so far. It has said the case was a first for the country. The
man’s treatment was carried out on September 9, said Dr Sophie Toin, the surgeon who treated the
patient. A sample was sent to
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